heres a esson dsertslnds
are deserted. With this

T on,thee are losof reasons,
but they boil down to one:

it an utter dump. Completely

down anywhere and farty brown
tvamp ater bubbis over
your Birkenstock. Decades
of plastic lotsam - bottles,toys,flip-flops,
farden urnure - lopback andforth
is. There is no high
o breeze, no respte from
ﬂlex hum\dlly boredom, iscomfort.
re o coconuts or conches either,
b i B S
for the next day and a bit, Well there are
‘coconuts, but they look about 500 years old,

Above and ight:Robert | skils. Below riht:
tasts isfiro-making | enjoying coconuton
and canchcatching Bl Hawk Caye

only difficult but dangerous, given the lights
and batteries. The photo on the opening
spread s thus not of me on my island it is

e onthe er diferent Bl Haw Coye,

‘where the film crew and support
fogite me a tate o Ralton and Gardiners | base.Bily Hawk Caye i ndcnlal\)‘ ghae
stay on theirs. Unlike them, s Thwve | and snitied i nuked e yearwih
Sl chemicals to kil the mosqui
supplis: water, three edible coconus, two 7 e s ey i with
bags of trail mix and six boxes of raisins. And | all manner of nsects. And yet, it is worth
a few sachets of Nescafé, because the last time | noting, of the two, mine is the "unspoil” one,
T went a day without coffee I got a blinding itouched by the hand of d
e ind two miniatures of vodka now it before,  know it now: a tte bit of

afew yearsago, Wit et theubbsh, the | tromth gt nrom Miami S e gt humammpmwmemloa\v\an\-huh:mmx

r litter. Li again, biograpt

The weihe it hl e Do m and s 5. oF Adita N ot i e s ol
my stay, it rained more or rive at 7am, Terence the boatman | posting to the Caribbean was considered
Alone in the Wi, Thatss the titl of the wide | a punishment

Eoics G
add) at this moment, Dancing on Ie¢ judge
Jason Gardiner is beginning b second of
seven days'solation, having moved i after
Aron Ralston m

rocks on a iingrip up  canyon n Uta,an
eritode mmoraled n the fim 2 How

My stay on my slarid,petty moch 27
ather than 127 hours in duration, s designed

rndmxzchamu in
o beach his narrow craft. | say
o Sl e o e
have here, s a narrow, gritty strip covered in
trashfoosand puddes Twenty et inland
s away and

untilyou'veseen what mst ofth Caribean

lghtafr hedaybeore by Mare, Fre
rinclries (and

fror

i st 2 ch ey o

emanating nameis sreecesandstings
my ot o 3 margoaly

e

e ki b e e

then torrential rain renders photography n

i Mm ey
and coconut husks
Tadmt vxmrzd yzxtenhv nnd neither does
mine now. Notuntil | sk Trence or 2 an
o b bost That dos the ik
S Aot o o s il

32 The'Times Magazine



